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Abstracts

4. Operation of Faw
Dr. Hossien Ardestani

Abstract:

peration of Faw was largely different from the past [Iranian] operations. In

Faw, the balance between Iran and Iraq disturbed and it was momently ex-
pected that the Iragi Army to launch a new attack against the Iranian forces. On the
other hand, the Iranian command who believed that the period after the operation
will prolong, attempted to send the artillery and armor forces to the west of Arvan-
drud to intensify the friendly fire and offset the force shortage. Another important
issue was the culture of reconstruction among the IRGC units that the commanders
should revive their units as before only within 7 to 10 days and the forces can be left
to rest. The IRGC commander-in-chief attempted to convince the commanders of
divisions and brigades to reconstruct the units in the front and not to go to the rear
areas. [Major General] Mohsen Rezaei had discussed these issues with the other
IRGC commders.

XM [x]

5. The Situation Analysis of the Enemy before Operation Valfajr 8
Mahdi Khodaverdi khan

Abstract:

he military elites believe that thqx)m [jimportant action for the superiority over

the enemy is to attack his strategy. In reality, this action disrupts the strategic
basics of the enemy and it could be hoped that the enemy to lose the initiatives.
Obviously, to realize this important objective, it must be obtained an accurate un-
derstanding and a deep perception of the enemy capabilities in terms of hardwares
(such as the issues relating to the equipment and the battlefield, as well as the order
and deployment of the forces) and also in regard to the softwares (such as the tacti-
cal thought and the development of the war policy of the enemy commanders). In
this process, the behavioral analysis of the enemy, and particularly in the software
field, is very important; because in accordance with such understanding of the ene-
my, a suitable and effective action can be planned against the enemy through antici-
pating his military thoughts and his tactical performance in the battlefield to pave
the ground for actual surprising, deception and overcoming the enemy. This paper
has been written within these two axes using the documents of the Holly Defense
Research and Documentation Center.
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3. The Strategic Road of Faw
Yahya Niyazi

Abstract:

fter the victory of the Islamic combatants in the Operation Valfajr 8, the Iraqi
rmy sent the elite and prepared division of Republican Guard into the battle
in the third day of the operation to recapture Faw peninsula from the Islamic com-
batants. In the third evening of the operation, the IRGC commanders found out
the Saddam expedition and imposed one of the major defeat on the Republican
Guard of Saddam through planning and implementing a preemptive and surpris-
ing attack. The extensive destruction of the Republican Guard division around the
strategic road of Faw is one of the immanent battles of Holly Defense. There are
three roads between Faw peninsula and Basra, one of which is the famous "Stra-
tegic Road". If there were not the Islamic combatants braveries in this road in the
fourth evening of the Operation Valfajr 8 which defeated the Iraqi Republican
Guard, perhaps the fate of the operation took place in a different way.
After the victory of the Islamic combatants in the Operation Valfajr 8, the Iraqi
Army sent the elite and prepared division of Republican Guard into the battle in
the third day of the operation to recapture Faw peninsula from the Islamic com-
batants. In the third evening of the operation, the IRGC commanders found out
the Saddam expedition and imposed one of the major defeat on the Republican
Guard of Saddam through planning and implementing a preemptive and surpris-
ing attack. The extensive destruction of the Republican Guard division around the
strategic road of Faw is one of the immanent battles of Holly Defense. There are
three roads between Faw peninsula and Basra, one of which is the famous "Stra-
tegic Road". If there were not the Islamic combatants braveries in this road in the
fourth evening of the Operation Valfajr 8 which defeated the Iraqi Republican
Guard, perhaps the fate of the operation took place in a different way.
This article is derived from book "The Strategic Road of Faw" and intends to trace
the battle of the Islamic combatants against the Republican Guard division around
the strategic road of Faw-Basra with a documented and succinct look. The focus
point of the article is based on archive resources of the Holly Defense Research
and Documentation Center, but the other sources such as books and magazines
as well as the interviews with the commanders, the Ravian (narrators) and the
combatants of this unique battle have also helped us to complete the discussion.
The general framework and grounds of the discussion as well as the decision-
making process, nature and performance of the IRGC units in destruction the
Saddam Republican Guard division make the major sections of the article. Some
of limitations and deficiencies of the writer for developing this article are as fol-
low: novelty of the subject discussed in the article, lack of the similar works in
the past, shortage of the field information, receding the informed people from the
subject and ignoring some of the details, insufficiency of the related resource and
etc. Dr. Hussein Ardestani has framed the main idea for the writer of the book
"The Strategic Road of Faw".
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Abstracts

Essays
(<] [x]

1. Innovation
Dr. Hossien Ardestani

Abstract:

here is a triangle of the determinant strategic operations in Imposed War which

consists of three operations: Beit-ol-Mogadas, Karbala 5, and Valfajr 8, the lat-
ter is the peak of managerial innovation, designing and planning of the command-
ers in the military and defense thought field derived from the Islamic Revolution.
In this article, the above three functions have been discussed briefly. Furthermore,
it has been discussed that the defeats and victories are relative issues. The defeats
pave grounds to create an effective factor to affect the victories.

(x| [x]

2. The very interesting untold stories from the decision-making sessions on the

operations (Analysis of the manoeuvre plan for the Operation Valfajr 8)
Saeed Sarmadi

Abstract:

he commander-in-chief, authorities, and the commanders of headquarters of
the IRGC Ground Forces believed that the implementation of Faw Operation
with the limited possibilities and forces of that time would be impossible. So, they
requested to have a session with Major General Mohsen Rezaei, then commander-
in-chief of IRGC, to pose their point of views about the Operation Valfajr 8 and
decide to launch or not to launch the operation.
First, Major General Rahim Safavi, then commander of IRGC Ground Forces, de-
scribed his point of view about the Faw Operation and purposed the operation to be
launched in the northwest region of the country.
Second, the then commander-in-chief of IRGC, Major General Mohsen Rezaei who
reminisces this session as the bitterest one in his life replied the questions and at-
tempted to convinced the attendances to launch the operation.
Third, Major General Gholamali Rashid, then deputy of commander of IRGC
Ground Forces, described his point of views about the operation and proposed that
a limited operation to be launched.
Fourth, General Abbas Mohtaj, then commander of Salman Headquarters, com-
pared the weak points and strong points of limited operation and Faw Operation.
Finally, the IRGC commander-in-chief proposed three choices to be studied by
IRGC Ground Forces and state its point of views on each of them.
Description of such explicit and challenging and also frankly and friendly atmos-
phere of the session as well as publishing the complete text of the conversations
therein cause the people to be familiar to the decision-making and commanding
process of this operation increasingly.
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