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5. The Operation Kheibar Narrated by Shahid Ali Hashemi
conducted by: Saied Sarmadi

Abstract:

onducting the interviews with the commanders participating in the operations in the Iran-lIraq War was one of
Cthe prominent characteristics of the Center for Holy Defense Documentation and Research. The interviews
were conducted as soon as possible following each operation.
In this article, we present the interview with Shahid Ali Hashemi the commander of Nosrat Headquarters who was
the main leader of the operational area reconnaissance as well. The interview conducted by one of the Ravians
(the narrators) of the Center for Holy Defense Documentation and Research on April 2, 1983. Shahid Hashemi
was the individual who played the most important role to prepare the operational area and pave the grounds for
the operations to be implemented.
This 73-minute interview has recorded in two tapes which archived in the Center with classification numbers
14258 and 14259.

(< [x]

6. Totalitarian Military and the Iran-lraq War
translated by: Abdolmajid Heidari

Abstract:
his article is a translation of the 7th chapter of book “Irag's Armed Forces; An Analytical History” published
by Routledge Publications in 2008. In this chapter, the authors describe how the “Targhib and tarhib” policy,
i.e., the “carrot and stick” policy conducted in the Iraqgi military during Saddam'’s rule and particularly in the Iraqi
imposed war against Iran.
During his totalitarian rule on Iragq, Saddam used this policy in different ways and in relation with the Iraqi armed
forces in particular; from halting the military promotions, rotating, exiling, purging, executing and threatening the
family and relatives of the opposed as the tools of Tarhib to granting promotions, pay raises, lavish housing facili-
ties to the loyal militaries as the tools of Targhib.
Meanwhile, the casual and respective relativeness to Saddam played a major role in granting the benefits of the
Targhib policy. Implementing the Tarhib policy, however, Saddam sometimes punished his own relatives to show
them that nobody has a security margin in Irag. Relying on this policy, Saddam was able to keep the Iraqgi Kurdish
and Shia communities in the fronts during the eight years of war and force them to fight with the Iranians and sup-
press any attempts to coup and riot in the Iragi army.
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3. Studying the Terrain and Situation of the Enemy in the Operation Kheibar
by: Mehdi Khodaverdikhan

Abstract:

he Iragi imposed war against Iran which lasted eight years and the management of this war is full of instruc-
Ttive and surprising events in terms of social, political, economic and especially military aspects. Every of
these events can be an important subject for research and the analysis of them creates a valuable experience.
In the turbulent period of the war and in terms of military, the Operation Kheibar was one of these events; a
novel operation which was planned and implemented after 36 months of the war and after executing thirteen
major and limited offensives by Iran
Obviously, the innovative of a military movement should be sought in the creative devise and the thoughtful acts
of the commanders and also in the bravery and great courage of the combatants. In this regard, we can point
to the measures of the friendly reconnaissance teams and their operational attempts to gather the necessary
intelligence about the status of the operational area and the enemy situation in the Hoor-al-Hoveizeh region
as an example. The reconnaissance forces dispatched to the high risk areas bravely to collect the necessary
information about the way of deployment of the enemy units and the tactical measures of the Iragi commanders.
Thus, in this article we have attempted to show a scene of the operational measures of the friendly reconnais-
sance teams. They did their best and sometimes achieved martyrdom to collect the valuable information about
the enemy; the information including the Iragi commanders attitudes about the presence of the Iranian combat-
ants in the operational area, the Iraqi defensive tactics, fortifications, and barriers, the Iragi tactical measures
and the level of alertness among the Iragi forces on the eve of the operation, as well as the Iraqi strengths and
weak points.

(<] [x]

4. The Chemical Attack in the Operation Kheibar
by: Muhhamad Baqger Nikkhah

Abstract:

aking initiative in the battlefields by Iran, achieving a self-confidence by the Iranian military commanders as

well as the calmness of the public relating to the capabilities of the brave Iranian warriors to suppress the
aggression and the sedition of the Islamic Revolution enemies created by joining the extensive waves of the
volunteer popular forces and the authorities will to conquer Saddam and the Iragi Baathist regime all paved the
grounds for a series of operations to be planned. So, the amphibious operation of Kheibar was implemented
on February 22, 1984 in Hoor-al-Hoveizeh area and in the east of Basra; a region in which the Iragi regime
did not expect any operation at all. The Iranians took the military initiative, however, did not foresee two nega-
tive events: first, the extensive Iraqi chemical attacks and second, the meaningful silence and indifference of
the United Nations and the Western nations against the Saddam crimes. In this article, we have studied both
events.

(] [x]
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1. The Operation Kheibar: Shifting the Operational Strategy, Beginning a New Era
in the Imposed War
by: Dr. Hussein Ardestani

Abstract:

he “Operational Strategy” is defined as the science and art of distribution, using, and directing the re-
Tsources assigned to an operational theatre or to a war to achieve a certain strategic goals.
In the course of eight years of the Holy Defense, the Iranians designed and implemented various operational
strategies to conquer the Iragi army. The extensive Operation Kheibar was one of the operations which shifted the
friendly forces operational strategy to a new stage.
In this article, the role of the Operation Kheibar in changing the Iranian operational strategy has been studied
using the exclusive resources of the Center for Holy Defense Documentation and Research.

(xIm[x]

2. The IRl Army Role in the Operation Kheibar
by: Dr. Hussein Alaei

Abstract:

n course of the imposed war and particularly after the first year of the war, the operations were mainly designed
Iand carried out with the cooperation and coordination of the IRGC and the IRI Army. During the first months of
the Iraqi Army invasion of Iran, the IRI Army and the IRGC as well as the popular forces did all the best to prevent
the enemy troops advances in the Iranian territories, however, the enemy occupied a wide section of the border
areas in Iran and a certain number of the major cities including Khorramshahr in the southern and western prov-
inces of Iran. Since the early of the second year of the war, however, the IRl Army and IRGC established a joint
headquarters called “Karbala Headquarters” to start a certain common operations and using the free resources
developed their combat capabilities to expel the invading Iragi Army from the Iranian territories. Managing the war
in this way continued for two years and the Iranians succeeded to liberate most of their territories occupied by
the invading Iragi Army. During the next years, the IRl Army and IRGC cooperation continued in the other forms
to end the imposed war and to force the Iragi Baathist Army to retreat. In the late of the first half of the fourth year
of the war, the huge operation of Kheibar as one of the most well-known operations during the course of the Holy
Defense was implemented. In this operation, the IRGC actually played the main role in the Hoor-al-Hoveizeh axis
and was able to advance into the depth of the Iragi army positions along the Baghdad-Basra road to the bank of
the Tigris River and capture the Majnoon islands in the wetlands of the Hoor region. In the Operation Kheibar, the
IRl Army implemented an attack in Zaid area and also supported the IRGC operations by providing the air cover
and the transportation services. In this article, we describe the role and functions of the three branches of the IRI
Army in course of the Operation Kheibar have been studied in an analytical-descriptive approach.
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