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Abstracts

5. The Oral History Narrated by IRGC Brigadier General Ali Eshaqi Responsible for
the IRGC Interception Unit during the Holy Defense Periods

Yadollah Izadi

Abstract:
he Unit of Interception or electronic warfare was one of the important and effective units during the Holy De-
fense periods which with an uninterrupted attempt intercepted the enemy activities and movements through-
out the battlefield from the front lines to the deep of Iraqi territories and even to Baghdad mainly through the
interception of the Iraqgi conversations and provided the Iranian commanders with its conclusion about the news
and analyses of the current and future activities of the enemy to be able to decide properly. Indeed, this unit was
considered as a receptive ear for the Iranian commanders to listen to the voices of the enemy camp and otherwise
it was not possible for them to counter the enemy movements deliberately.
This article is an output of an interview with the IRGC Brigadier General Ali Eshagi the responsible for the IRGC
Interception Unit during the sixth meeting held in this regard under title “The Role of Interception in the Operation
Beit-ul-Mogaddas and liberation of Khorramshahr”.

X m[xl

6. Planning and Implementing of Deception, Support and Limited Operations in the
Operation Valfajr-8

A Dialogue between Martyr Ali Fathil and Muhammad Ali (Aziz) Jafari Then Commander of
Najaf Headquarters
Hamid Reza Farahani

Abstract:

ollowing months of studying, using the past experiences (related to the amphibious operations) and applying

the important military concepts, the decision to implement the Operation Valfajr-8 was made on December 29,
1985. To implement this offensive, it was required to be observed all of military principles including the operation
planning, surprising tactics, ceaseless reconnaissance operations, dominating enemy situation (terrain, fortifica-
tions, capabilities, equipment, the forces in front lines, and ...) as well as the full observation of the security and
protection principles which are amongst the requirements for an all-out and deliberate military attack. Meanwhile,
the IRGC commanders ratified a certain limited, deceptive and alternative operations to be implemented by the
other units including the Najaf Headquarters forces to increase the possibility of success of the main operation
and decrease the enemy pressure.
On March 4, 1986 after a month of successful execution of Operation Valfajr-8 and securing the Iraqi city port of
Faw while the operational area had not been fully consolidated, the Narrator [Ravi] of the Center for Holy Defense
Documentation and Research, Ali Fathi, interviewed with Aziz Jafari then commander of the Najaf Headquarters
who was missioned to implement the limited and alternative operations in the Operation Valfajr-8. The subject of
this interview was about choosing the area of Faw, the different point of views of the commanders related to this
area and the main operational plan for the Faw operation as well as the implementation of the limited and alterna-
tive operations and ... . This article is the first part of this interview.
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3. The Oral History: A Dialogue between Major General Gholam Ali Rashid and Dr.
Mohsen Rezaei

Muhammad Dorudian

Abstract:

holam Ali Rashid is one of the great commanders of the Iran-Iraqg War era which the role he played and the

impact of his thoughts in decisive planning and decision-makings has been very effective and notable. After
the victory of the Islamic Revolution, he became engaged in the combat against the counterrevolutionary forces
and the penetration and sabotage actions of the Iraqi forces in the north of Khuzestan province. After the outbreak
of the Iraqi invasion of Iran, Rashid attended on the highest level of war commanding in accompany with Major
General Rahim Safavi and Martyr Hassan Baqeri from Sep. 1980 to Sep. 1981 and when Mohsen Rezaei was
appointed as the IRGC chief commander, he was present with him in the commanding headquarters until the
end of the war. Furthermore, Rashid is considered as one of the historiographers and experimenters of the war,
because has written out the contents of all important meetings and conversations as well as his own observations.
Given the above description, the oral history narrated by Ghalm Ali Rashid is a notable work characterized by
precise data, honestly telling the events and issues as well as the responsibility against the basic and challenging
issues. When the narrating of oral history by Major General Rashid started in April 2009 and the dialogues contin-
ued, it seemed that a certain new issues were presented for the scrutiny and completion of the events dimensions
were required to be explained by the other persons. Thus, Major General Rashid invited Major General Mohsen
Rezaei the IRGC chief commander during the Imposed War periods to participate in one of his oral history meet-
ing to describe and fulfill the discussions of his narrated oral history. This article describes the certain questions
which he presented to Dr. Mohsen Rezaei to study his role in the beginning, in during and in the end of war as
well as the kind of his interactions with the IRl Army commanders throughout the war. This article is concluded
with a detailed conversation between Dr. Mohsen Rezaei, Major General Rashid and the author about the Iranian
military power to achieve the determined political objectives in the final phase of the war in particular.

xIm[x

4. The Oral History Narrated by IRGC Brigadier General Morteza Qorbani the Com-
mander of 25th Karbala Division during the Holy Defense Periods

Amir Razaqzadeh

Abstract:

his article is the narrations of the IRGC Brigadier General Morteza Qorbani the Commander of 25th Karbala

Brigade [now a division] in Operation Fat’h-ul-Mobin. He explains how the late Imam Khomeini(ra) made his
wise decisions to conduct the war and how the theatre commanders were studious and practice to recruit; to
expand the IRGC combat structure; to shape the new units; to prepare the terrain, forces, capabilities, equip-
ment, and armaments; to determine the structure and strength of the enemy as well as the details of the plan
of maneuver and operations. Referring to the disposal documentation, the IRGC General explains all of these
issues as well as the certain up and downs and unpredictable events of the Operation Fat'h-ul-Mobin for Safar
Husseinpur one of the competent Narrators of war [Ravian] and a historiographer of 25th Karbala Brigade who
passed away recently. His narration illustrates a certain bitter and sweet events, tears and smiles, as well as the
epic and the innocence of the brave offspring of this nation in Operation Fat’h-ul-Mobin. We hope this article can

be lionized and useful.
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Abstracts

Abstracts

Essays
1. The Oral History Narrated by the Iran-Iraq War Commanders

Dr. Hussein Ardestani

Abstract:

he Holy Defense studies have a broad arena and the 33-year post-war activities of the Center for Holy De-

fense Documentation and Research which has published a good deal of notable works in this field also does
not meet the requirements and the scale of the duties should be done in this regard and it has been achieved a
little works in relation with the most important issues of the Iran-Iraq War and particularly in the basic and major
levels of this war. If these studies divided into two sections, written and oral, the written ones have not paid much
attention to the basic layers of the subjects and phenomena relating to the Holy Defense. To resolve this prob-
lem, it can be recorded and maintained a more deal of the related issues using the oral studies, while the pens
hardly able to present them in a systematic and methodological approach. The oral history is a shortcut for the
Imposed War studies by which in spite of the limitations therein we are able to expand largely the arena of writing
and researching in relation with the Iran-Irag War and to study and record the major dimensions of this big and
historical phenomenon. In this article, the importance of the oral history narrated by the commanders of Imposed
War and the status of the related project in the Center for Holy Defense Documentation and Research have been

described.
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2. The Oral History Narrated by Dr. Mohsen Rezaei the IRGC Chief Commander
during the Holy Defense Periods

Dr. Hussein Ardestani

Abstract:

he commanders played their own roles at different levels during the Imposed War and their oral history nar-

rated based on the subjects related to the events of war theater as well as the told and untold words of the
war provides a rich research concept for the history of the Iran-Iraq war. Dr. Mohsen Rezaei as one of the major
commanders at the high-level of this war and as the main actor throughout of the war from 1981 to 1988 and in
the end of the war in particular has always been a focal point for the issues at different levels of the war. Given to
the importance of this issue, the Center for Holy Defense Documentation and Research along with its written pub-
lications has pursued the subject of oral history narrated by the IRGC chief commander of the eight-year war. The
Center has followed this process from the January 2010 and his narrated oral history has been recorded through
60 sessions so far. This article is the outcome of a dialogue of Dr. Ardestani and some of the IRGC commanders
with Dr. Mohsen Rezaei on May 28, 2012 during which a different kind of issues have been read out; the issues
such as the impact of the resistance factor against the Iragi invasion of Iran and the rebuttal of it by the Iranians
as well as the study of the Iranian all-out and limited operations to liberate their occupied areas in the first year

of the Imposed War.
E3] |
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