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Abstracts

5. The Battle Report of the 31** Ashura Division in Operation Karbala-5
Mohammad Allahyari

Abstract:

he mission of the 31st Ashura Division as one the subordinate units of the Karbala Headquarters in Operation

Karbala-4 was to cross the strait between two islands of Fish and Umm ar-Rasas in the south lands of Arvand and
capture a bridgehead and then to continue its progress. But the vigilance of the enemy forces against the Iranian forces
plans led them to abolish the Operation Karbala-4 and the 31st Ashura Division couldn't continue the operation. In this
situation and with respect to the remaining 80 percent of the units after Operation Karbala-4, the IRGC Chief Com-
mander issued an order for the implemeting of the Operation Karballa-5 in less than two weeks. Meanwhile, the 31st
Ashura Division which except for one of its diver battalions, had suffered the minimum damaged during Operation Kar-
bala-4 compared to the other units, was ordered as a subordinate unit of Karbala Headquarters to operate in the West
of Panjzelei (a pentagon area) during the Operation Karbala-5 and reach itself to the common line between this region
and Fish Lake region promptly and without interruption. After reaching the entry of the Lake, the 31st Ashura Division
was supposed to cut the road that was considered as the only main rear region of the enemy and then to turn right and
capture an appropriate bridgehead in the triangle behind the Fish Lake and finally join the 25th Karbala Division. Based
on the booklet of the Narrator (Ravi) of the 31st Ashura Division and the reports of the Narrators of Karbala Head-
quarters as well as utilization of the other complementary resources, this paper describes the performance of the 31st
Ashura Division in Operation Karbala-5 and the capturing of Panjzelei region and the west of the Fish Lake in particular.

xmx

6. The Combat Organization and Intensity of Engagement in Operation Karbala-5
Nader Zarezadeh

Abstract:
he combat organization of two belligerent sides is one of the major factors to determine the extension of a military
operation. In evaluating the major Operation Karbala-5, the combat organization of the operation is more important
than other factors. Using the publications of the Center for Holy Defense Documentation and Research, this article
describes the combat strength and organization of the Iragi and Iranian Units in three sections of the war including after
the Operation Valfajr-8, on the eve of Operation Karbala-5 and after this operations in a comparative manner.
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3. Along with Ahmed Gholampour in Operation Karbala-5
Majid Mokhtari

Abstract:

mmediately after the failure of Operation Karbala-4, the then IRGC Chief commander Mohsen Rezaei called

upon the commanders of the subordinate units and headquarters to come to the main headquarters to make
one of the most critical decisions during the course of war. He announced clearly and frankly his decision to plan
and prepare a major operation in Shalamcheh area using the remained strength of the IRGC from the operation
launched within the past 48 hours (Karbala-4) to compensate the previous failure of the IRGC. He informed the
acting commander-in-chief of the war Hojatoleslam Hashemi Rafsanjani from his decision and ordered Karbala
Headquarters commander Ahmad Gholampour to establish his subordinate headquarters in the Shalamcheh area
and be ready for the new operation. After briefing the operational elements of the Karbala Headquarters, Ahmad
Gholampour was deployed in the area swiftly and without delay to begin its activities and finished the mission
within two weeks using the units handed over to his subordinate headquarters.
The Ups and downs, hardships, discussions, and events which came about during the two-week process of
preparation for Operation Karbala-5 are full of bittersweet memories that are mentioned in this article.

u
4. The Battle Report of 10th Sayyid al-Shuhada Division in Operation Karbala-5
Yadollah Izadi

Abstract:
peration Karbala-5 is one of the Major operations of the IRGC during the eight years of imposed war which
was implemented in the general area of Shalamcheh and eastern Basra and caused the Iraqgi army to be
fallen on the eve of collapse. As a result of this operation, global powers adopted the Resolution 598 in the UN
Security Council to save the Iraqi Baathist regime.
The 10th Sayyid al-Shuhada Division was one of the units participating in the operation which achieved a con-
siderable success in breaking the Iragi strong fortresses. What is ahead is a detailed description of the battle of
10th Sayyid al-Shuhada Division in Operation Karbala-5 written based upon the reports of the Narrator (Ravi) of
the Center for Holy Defense Documentation and Research (formerly Office of the Center for Research and Stud-
ies of War) during this operation (Yadollah Izadi) and the original report is available in the Archive of the Center.
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Abstracts

1. Tactical Characteristics and Strategic Impacts of Operation Karbala-5

A Speech of the IRGC Major General Gholam Ali Rashid Addressing the War Veterans in the
Vali-ye Asr Mosque

Abstract:

he Years of 1364 and 1365 (1985 to 1987) are considered as one of the most important sections of the Iran-

Iraq war. This means that after a period of frustration, the planning and implementing the Operation Valfajr-8
in the strategic region of Faw Peninsula shifted the balance in war in favor of the Islamic Republic of Iran. Despite
all various dimensions, the conquest of Faw could not pave the way for Iran to realize her conditions and demands
for termination of the war. In such circumstances, the implementation of another successful operation could
provide the possibility of realizing Iran's demands. Accordingly, after naming year 1365 (1986-87) as the "year of
destiny", Operation Karbala-4 as a decisive battle was placed at the agenda of the IRGC commanders, but since
the favorable results were not obtained in this operation, the consequences of continuing this process could pose
a threat to the outcomes of the previous victories.
Accordingly, executing the Operation Karbala-5 in Basra, which led to the liberation of Shalamcheh region and
posed a threat on Basra as well, revealed the Islamic Republic ability to fulfill her will to end the war to the world
again. This article has been extracted from a speech of Deputy Chief of the Iranian Armed Forces General Staff
(AFGS) the IRGC Major General Gholam Ali Rashid delivered about the tactical characteristics and strategic
impacts of Operation Karbala-5. During the course of this speech, the Major General Rashid has examined the
trend of decision-making of the IRGC commanders for the implementation the decisive operations and using
some 500 combat battalions against the enemy forces in a 14-month period from February 1986 till March 1987.
With emphasis on the process of planning and executing Operation Karbala-5, he tried to answer two basic ques-
tions about the characteristics of Operation Karbala-5 and the impacts of this operation on the strategic develop-
ments of the war. Addressing the war veterans, this lecture has been delivered on February 25, 2014 in Vali-ye
Asr Mosque.

xIm[x

2. A Few Questions about Operation Karbala-5; Interview with the Then Commander
of Karbala Headquarters the IRGC Brigadier General Ahmad Gholampour

Majid Mokhtari

Abstract:
Preparing for Operation Karbala-5 only within fifteen days after the Operation Karbala-4 which was realized
upon the efforts and dedication of the IRGC and Basij commanders, authorities and combatants as well as the
implementation of this difficult operation in Shalamcheh region which had contained the Iraqi strongest defensive
lines is considered as one of the unique and unprecedented scene in the war history. The IRGC and Basij forces
could compensate the failure of Operation Karbala-4 which was heavy for the country, the Iranian officials and the
commanders of the war, and succeeded to realize the objectives predicted for that decisive year of the war. The
Then Commander of Karbala Headquarters the IRGC Brigadier General Ahmad Gholampour who had the main
responsibility for preparing and implementing the first phase of the operation, entered into Shalamcheh region
along with the main elements of the Headquarters within forty-eight hours after Operation Karbala-4 and started
the preparations to launch the Operation Karbala-5. A certain events came about during the process of prepara-
tion and implementation of this operation in the operational zone of Shalamcheh which reading them as narrated
by the IRGC Brigadier General Gholampour will be so sweet and charming. This article is a product of a two-hour

interview with the IRGC Brigadier General Gholampour which was done in the late of winter 1981.
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