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Abstracts

Takind a Four-dimensional Model in the IRGC Navy Operations
Oral History Narrated by Dr. Hussein Alaei

Mahdi Khodaverdi

Abstract:
Despite the extensive damages and losses of the Iragi long-term imposed war against the new-established Islamic Republic
of Iran, it also brought a valuable treasure for the Iranians. Those who were able to participate in this war or when needed
went to the fronts later, get many of the moral and material interests, and using its lessons in their personal, social, organiza-
tional and even at the national levels, achieved many successes. A treasure with many features including the self-esteem, self-
reliance, enemy recognition and enemy struggle. Studying and researching in this field and conversation with the combatants
of the war period reveals the hidden radiations of this treasure. With regard to this point, a sincere conversation with the IRGC
Brigadier General Hussein Alaei was arranged in the Center for Holy Defense Research and Documentation to be revealed a
certain of hidden aspects of the war through the unsaid words therein.
After the victory of the Islamic Revolution, Hussein Alaei who had a history of fighting the decadent imperial regime, joint to the
IRGC and was appointed as the first IRGC Navy commander because of his abilities and competencies to perform the assigned
and especially because of his effort and contemplation to develop the command and organizational capabilities. What you read
thereafter, is an outcome of Forty-fourth session of his oral history project. In this meeting, we were going to discuss about the
Operation Karbala-3, but because using a four-dimensional model by Sardar Alaei to achieve the success in his assigned mis-
sion during his commanding on the IRGC Navy, the discussion axis was preferably shifted to this direction.

3] JES)

An Introduction to the Oral History and Interview Skills
Dr. Hussein Ahmadi

Abstract:
he oral history is one of the notable approaches of historiography which has been manifested in accordance with the cultural, political
and social needs of different territories. Accordingly, it is more emphasized on access to historical data in some circles and areas and
on producing the historical productions in oral history projects in many other fields. Apart from the urgent and future function and utility of
oral history, its main structure has been tied up to the process of interview and the interviewer as a designer and project manager has the
greatest responsibility in this process. Written based on an analytical method, this article aims to reach a conclusion and emphasize on the
most important components and pillars of the oral history with special attention to the oral history of the Holy Defense.

[ |
The Function of Interview for the Narrators of the Center for War Studies and Research

Amir Razaqzadeh

Abstract:

fter a few months of the all-out Iragi army invasion of Iran, the IRGC Political Bureau -which was one the IRGC pillars at that time- established a

ection called "history of war" and began to recruit and train individuals for war historiography and logging. Later, these individuals who were called

“narrator” were sent to the front. Instead of fighting, they should pay attention only to historiography with a notebook, a tape recorder and a pen to
supplement the collected information through interviews. The narrators were called the "political” that time. After the Operation Badr, the section of “war
history” was separated from the IRGC Vali-e Fagih representative. Then, an independent formation named “Center for War Studies and Research”
was founded in the IRGC Chief Commander for this important mission. The staff of this new formation was filled out gradually. From 1364 (1985),
the presence of the narrators of the mentioned center in war continued constantly and the narrators were considered as impartible component of the
commanding system of the war.
After eight years of fighting and defensing the Islamic Revolution in the battlefields, the narrators had a valuable treasure of Holy Defense in hand.
After the end of war, the Center for War Studies and Research which has been able to record a huge number of the battle scene events in the height
of the war, was renamed to the “Center for Holy Defense Documentation and Research”. In continuation of its activities to complete the documentation
of war, this center held a number of oral history sessions with the different levels of commanders of war to reveal the hidden mysteries of these com-
manders who had an influential role in the decision-making processes and shows them to the future generations in accordance with the documenta-
tion collected from these commanders in the war periods by the narrators. In this paper, we are going to describe the importance of the interviews held
by the narrators of the Center for War Studies and Research during the Holy Defense period and its role in the oral history projects of The Center for
Holy Defense Documentation and Research.
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The Hunain Headquarters in Operation Kheibar
In a Conversation with Aziz Jafari

Narrated by: Alireza Tajic
Edited by: Muhammad Javad Akbarpour Bazargani

Abstract:

Operation Kheibar was one of the most important operations after operation Ramadan for the Islamic Republic
of Iran. This operation was planned in the south and north areas of Iraqi city of Basrah. Although the Operation
Kheiber failed to achieve its main objective to close the road of Basra-Amara and to reach to the Nashveh from
the Zaid area, but a region about one thousands of square kilometers in the flooded area of Howr along with the
north and south islands of Majnoun with their huge reserves of oil were occupied after three weeks of heavy fight-
ing. In addition, the trend of military thought was matured in the IRGC and if the goals of the operation had been
achieved, there could have been a development in the scene of the operations. This Battle shifted the level of
military thinking and operation of the IRGC from the ground operations to the amphibious operations and paved
the road for the operations Badr and Fao.

The contents of the conversation of the narrator of Center for War Studies and Research, Alireza Tajic, with Mu-
hammad Ali Jafari the then commander of Hunain Headquarters in Operation Kheibar have provided using the
tapes recorded 14287 and 14288. The interview recorded by Alireza Tajic in March 22, 1984 and April 5 1984 and
is related with the actions and activities of planning and implementation of Operation Kheibar in the periods prior,
during and after the operation.

(< W [x]

Planning and Implementing the Operation Tariq-ul-Quds
Oral History Narrated by Sardar Ahmad Gholampour

Majid Mokhtari

Abstract:

efore the implementation of the operational plan of Karbala-1, Mohsen Rezaei and Ali Sayad Shirazi entered

the war arena as the IRGC commander and the Army Ground Forces commander respectively, and thus a
development arose in the process of management and decision making of war. With their revolutionary attitude,
Rezaei and Shirazi undertook the responsibility for planning and commanding the liberation operations of Bostan
which was later renamed to Tarig-ul-Quds and was considered as the first step towards the liberation of the Iranian
occupied territories. Using the initiative and planning, the IRGC chose the sand dune axis as the main operational
area in this operation. under Commanding of Hussein Kharazi, the newly established 14th Imam Hussein (as) Bri-
gade penetrated in the enemy rears in the early of the operation and seized enemy artillary and imposed a heavy
defeat on the Iragi army. In any event, the Operation Tarig-ul-Quds achieved to victory through such an initiative
and only after one year the IRGC proved its capabilities. Henceforward, the special foresight and initiative in the
operations became a factor for dominance of the Iranian forces in war and they achieved to many successes
through this course of action.
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Abstracts

The Formation of IRGC Combat Organization in Opertion Fat’h-ul-Mobin
The Oral History Narrated by Dr. Mohsen Rezaei

Dr. Hussein Ardestani

Abstract:

he discussion of this session of oral history narrated by Mr. Mohsen Rezaei is based on the formation of the IRGC combat organization prior to

the Operation Fat'h-ul-Mobin. At this session, Mohsen Rezaei discussed the aspects and trend of this great event which had a decisive effect
on the war destination and on the IRGC effectiveness to play its revolutionary and legal role. He noted to the opposition from some of the IRGC
authorities and the general culture of the IRGC as the most important obstacle in this regard. They believed that the formation of the brigades
and divisions causes the IRGC to be similar to the Army and had stated in a private meeting in Tehran that they would oppose with this measure
because knew it as a disaster for the IRGC. Rezaei also noted that to establish the brigades and combat organization in the provinces and cities
was difficult too, however, they began the process and established brigades using the forces of defensive lines in the south, northwest and west
fronts. To do so, he went to Paveh and then to Marivan to speak with Ibrahim Hemmat and Ahmad Motavasselian and establish the 27th Hazrat
Rasoul (pbuh) Brigade. In Dezful axis, they also established the 7th Vali-e Asr (atfs) Brigade. He had concluded that Motavasellian was higher than
Hemmat. Rezaei knew that the commanders who were closer to him also were not so agreed with the formation of the 2nd combat brigade and
they believed that it could not be formed without artillery, tank and radio devices. They thought it was better to use the Army facilities rather than to
establish brigade and to convert to a combat organization. Rezaei said that Hassan Bageri, Gholam Ali Rashid and Rahim Safavi also believed
that we did not have enough facilities to become an army and it was better to use the Army facilities, however, | insisted that the IRGC should have
brigade, division and headquarters and be converted into a strong combat corps. Thus, we established the brigades of Imam Sajjad (as), Aimahdi
(atfs), Imam Hassan (as), 7th Vali-e Asr (atfs) as well as the Sarallah unit and llam Brigade in the various axex which along with the brigades of
Imam Hussein (as), Najaf Ashraf, Karbala and Ashura, the IRGC combat organization was basically founded.
The other issues explained by Rezaei were the reconnaissance the enemy and especially the terrain of Operation Fat'h-ul-Mobin for maneuver
design as well as determination the objectives for the operation and the key points to be attacked. Rezai emphasized that Regabiyeh, Barghazeh,
radar and Ein-Khosh all were important, but the key for the Operation Fath-ul-Mobin was Tange-ye Zelijan that he had personally gone to recon-
naissance and consider the path of the operation. He found that the entrance of the strait was wide enough for the vehicles to cross and felt
happiness in this regard. But when he went forward any more, encountered with a mountainous area which should be splitted up to be crossed.
According to the assessment of Mr. Vafaei, it was required two months for splitting the hill, but Rezaei wanted them to do it in two weeks.
In his conversations, Rezaei also mentioned the commanders who had been martyred early and if had not achieved martyrdom, each of them
would become a great commander; the commanders including Mahmoud Shahbazi, Reza Habibollahi, and Ali Tajallaei. He emphasized on Ha-
bibollahin in particular and said his point of views in planning the Fat’h-ul-Mobin maneuver were at the level of an army commander, while he was
responsible for the plan and operation of Imam Hussein (as) Brigade in that time.

xIm[x

The Counter-revolutionaries and the Individuals Involved in the Liberation of Kurdistan and
the Lines of Communication
The Oral History Narrated by Dr. Sayyid Yahya Rahim Safavi

Dr. Hussein Ardestani

Abstract:

n the 7th session of his oral history, the Major General Dr. Sayyid Yahya Rahim Safavi emphasized on two subjects: 1) the torturing acts of

the combatants by the counter-revolutionaries ; and 2) the moral problems within the political opposition groups and especially the Kurdish
Democratic Party and Komala Party. In this session, Sardar Safavi stated: “What | saw in relation with the inhumane acts of cruelty of the Kurdish
Democratic Party, Komala, and Cherikhaye Fadaie Khalgh in Kurdistan indicated that they did not any believe in humankind and human dignity.
They laid my driver down on the road and cut his hands and feet by axe and martyred him. Likewise, They captured more than 7 forces from the
IRGC and Basijis and after opening fire on them, buried all of them under the ground.” In relation to the moral problems among the above said
groups, he added: “They did not observe any moral principles in relation to the women the males and females lived to each other in a free relation.”
Commenting on the commanders attributes who were influential in Kurdistan including martyrs Muhammad Brujerdi, Sayyad Shirazi, Ali Movah-
hed Danesh, Ali Rezaeiyan, Ahmad Forughi, and Sayyid Hesam Hashemi, Mr. Safavi noted to a deal of good things which may be less heard
before and said: “Martyr Boroujerdi was a holistic individual. He knew the Kurdistan as a cultural problem and treated the counter-revolutionaries
with sympathy and attempted to modify the death sentences of them. In the major events and disasters, he was a spiritual, influential and quiet
man. Because he was a self-made individual, his tolerance and capacity was also at a high level.” In relation with martyr Sayyad Shirazi, Sardar
Safavi said: “From the earliest days following the victory of revolution until his martyrdom, we were two like-minded friends. His courage, faith and
devotion helped to advance the issues and the war in Kurdistan. He was acclimate with Qur'an and prayers and adhered to the Imam and leader-
ship.” Sardar Safavi stated some short and useful tips about the other mentioned individuals. He named Ali Movahed Danesh as a brave and
courageous man and called Rezaeiyan as a teacher commander.
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