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4. The Role of Villagers in the Iran-Iraq War
(A Case Study of Fordo Village)

Yahya Niazi & Farzad Husseini

Abstract:

The war increases the sense of loyalty and dedication of a nation against the enemy to the highest degree. Accordingly, the war needs the eco-
nomic resources and expenses as well as the same amount or more of the human and social capitals. The Iran-Iraq war and a popular resistance
formed therein showed the importance of this social capital once again. The villagers have been one of the important groups during the war who
dedicated their human, economic and spiritual resources to the fronts. Therefore, the nature of the villagers' activity and their motivation for pres-
ence in war zones as well as their participation in the Holy Defense is deserved to be studied. One of the best known villages in the war is a village
near the holy city of Qom called "Fordo" which with a good number of martyrs and veterans, comparing to its low population, has played a major
role during the Holy Defense. The present study is the result of interviews and field research among the indigenous warriors and the informed
people in this village that explores the why and how of the role of Fordo people during the Holy Defense era and ultimately concludes that this kind
of roleplaying is a result of popular mobilization under the influence of a certain influential religious elements and ideas in the village.

u
5. An Analysis of the Operation Muhammad al Rasul Allah (pbuh)

Hassan Jafarzadeh
Abstract:

To win a war, it is necessary to liberate a certain strategic areas of the enemy or to destruct their forces completely. Halting the Iragi army
prevented them from achieving their goals, however, it didn't mean as a military defeat for them, especially that Iraq had an important part
of the Iranian areas and border towns in his occupation and was able to put Iran under pressure to gain a certain concessions. So, once the
Iraqi army was crippled, it was necessary the occupied territories to be liberated and secured. This situation in the Northwest was a particular
one because in addition to dealing with the Iragi military forces, the friendly forces were firstly needed to fight with opposition parties as the
operational arm of the Iragi army in the area. Due to this, clearing the areas of activity of the counter-revolution groups was considered as an
introduction to the liberation of occupied territories and to the countering the Iragi army. In order to launch a military attack against the enemy
within the strategy of liberating the occupied territories and securing the international borders as well as inflicting some blows on the enemy,
Political imperatives led to the planning a series of operations. Among these operations, the Operation Muhammad al Rasul Allah (pbuh) was
implemented in the winter of 1981 in the northwestern area and on the Paveh-Nosoud axis. The operation had a particular strategic importance
because it was the first semi-intensive operation in this axis and its transboundary objectives required the friendly forces to cross the borders
and enter into the Iraqi territory during the stage of liberation the occupied territories. This Operation will be analyzed in this study.

u
6. Editing Boundaries in Oral History

Habibollah Mehrjou
Abstract:

‘0 develop an oral history for a certain event or period, observing the editing raw materials and understanding its boundaries is important.

What perhaps a certain materials which have been collected with a great effort, will be delivered to be published in a distort form as a
result of carelessness and negligence of the editor or the individual who has set them down. So the issue of editing boundaries in the de-
velopment and formulation of the interviews material is a significant issue, however, it has not been much discussed about. Our oral history
can be durable if it is well transferred from the spoken language into written language by the editor and if it is being written down in accord-
ance with the chronology of the events. Setting down and editing are amongst the most basic and at the same time the most difficult of the
stages of the oral history development. In editing an oral history, it is worth noting that the tone of the narrator should be preserved and the
event narrated by the narrator should not be altered substantially with a clumsy editing. In this regard, it is sufficient if the narrator reads his
edited speeches and admits that it is what he has narrated and this is the same "editing boundaries" in oral history and memories. Because
the duty of an Persian language editor is to correct errors, remove additions, replace the words more appropriate and protect the grammar
and rules of the Persian language, not to change the tone of the interviews. For having a flowing text, however, the subject and the author
writing method is very important as well. In my opinion, a good writer should be a good editor to be able to employ the words appropriately.
In this article, | have attempted to use my own studies, perceptions and experiences in editing and compiling the oral history. Then |
continue with a brief discuss of the key words of the article such as Oral History, Standard Language, Narrator Spoken Language and
Editing Boundaries in Oral History (Interview, Setting down and editing)
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Abstracts

1. The Factors Affecting the Understanding the nature of the Iran-Iraq War

Dr. Hussein Ardestani
Abstract:

U nderstanding the fundamental issues of the Iran-lraq War as well as the factors affecting understanding the nature of it is the most
important window to the correct understanding the history of the Holy Defense. If done correctly, this will provide an opportunity to
understand the trends and events of the Iran-Iraq War which regardless of political and factional controversies, it paves the ground for
research about this war. In the third course of a training workshop for writing a chronology held in Center for Holy Defense Documentation
and Research, the officials and administrators of the workshop invited Dr. Hussein Ardestani, a historian and narrator of the Holy Defense
era, to teach a lesson plan for familiarity with the general developments of the Holy Defense era to the participants who were some of
the students of PhD courses within two compressed lecture sessions. This article is the text of what he has presented in his lectures.

Xm[x

2. Dezful, the Capital of Resistance of Iran

Abdol Reza Salemi Nezhad
Abstract:

ezful a city at the far north of Khuzestan on the southwest of the great Iran is considered as an agriculture pole. This city as one of

the Iranian ancient cities was under hostile attacks of the Iragi Ba’athist enemy throughout the Holy Defense era from 1980 to 1988
and during the five stages of the war of cities, in particular. So, in most of the enemy aerial and ground attacks against 127 Iranian cities,
Dezful was on the top of the cities under enemy attacks both in terms of volume and number of attacks. The enemy's use of various
weapons (including artillery, aerial and missile) against the defenseless people of Dezful compared to the other Iranian cities was an
obvious distinct and of course surprising and questionable action. In this article, the role of resistance of Dezful on the eve of the Iraqi
army invasion of Iran and particularly in various stages of the “war of cities” is studied.

Xm[x

3. The Role of the Altar Martyrs in Promoting the Culture of Martyrdom and Sacri-
fice in the Holy Defense

Mehdi Bahrami & Azizeh Karimi
Abstract:

he Imposed War which changed into the Holy Defense through Shiite discourse, was one of the most important tests of the revolution

after the Islamic Revolution victory. In fact, the Imposed War caused the Shiite discourse as the dominant discourse in the Islamic
Republic of Iran to show its potential capacities once again by the clergy foundation and Imam Khomeini, in particular. Changing into a
fight between polytheism and monotheism, the Imposed War was now considered as a religious issue, in which the people participation
was considered as a religious duty. With incorporating the religion in the culture of war, the issue of sacrifice and martyrdom was one of
the most important issues that were highlighted in the Holy Defense because the presence in the front was determined as a sacrifice in
the cause of religion and God. In explaining this issue, the role of the clergymen is highlighted because they as the representatives of
the religion were responsible for promoting and even protecting the Islam. In the meantime, one of the most important tribunes prepared
for the clergymen based on Imam Khomeini order was the tribune of Friday Prayers which were held with the leadership of an Imam
Khomeini (RA) representative and mainly a high qualified clergyman in the various cities every week.
The purpose of this paper is to examine the role of the altar martyrs in the tribune of the Friday Prayers and as a Friday Prayer Imam in
the culture of sacrifice and martyrdom. The results of the paper indicates that the altar martyrs have had a significant role in the develop-
ment of this concept in the society in theory and practice because they not only followed this concept from a religious perspective during
each Friday Prayers, but also always attended the funeral of the martyrs and treated them and their survivors with respect

Xm[x
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