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in the domestic affairs of others is widely recog-
nized in the theoretical literature as a means of
maintaining the balance of power or of enhancing
one’s own power (Gulick. ch, 3). The destabilizing
elTect of revolutionary states on the balance of
power IS ernphasized by Stanley Hoffmann, The
Stale 0/ War (New York: Praeger, 1965), ch. 4;
Henry A. Kissinger, A World Restored (New York:
Grosset & Dunlap, 1964); Morgenthau, ch. 14.

10. The tendency for revolutionary or dynastic
change and its associated political uncertainty or
instability to increase the likelihood of aggression
from abroad is treated by Blainey, ch. 5.

11. Blainey, ch. 4; Bruce Bueno de Mesquita, The
War Trap (New Haven; Yale University Press,
1981); Richard Smoke, War: Controlling Esca-
lation (Cam-bridge, Mass.: Harvard University
Press, 1977).

12. Theoretical and empirical analyses of misper-
ceptions in crisis decision making include Robert
Jervis, Perception and Misperception in Interna-
tional Politics (Princeton: Princeton University
Press, 1976); Oli R Holsti, Crisis, Escalation, War
(Montreal: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 1972),
Michael Brecher, Dec/suns in Crisis (Berkeley:
University of California Press, 1980). Specific
analysis of misperception and the causes of war
include Richard Ned Lebow, Between Peace and
War (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press,
1981); Ralph K. White, Nobody Wanted War (New
York: Anchor, 1968); John G. Stoessinger, Why
Nations Go to War, 2nd ed. (New York: St. Mar-
tin's Press); Arthur A. Stein, "When Misperception
Matters,” World Politics 34 (July 1982): 505-26;
Jack S. Levy, "Misperception and the Causes of
War,” World Politics 35 (October 1983). Historians
emphasizing the importance of misperceptions in
the outbreak of major wars include Donald Kagan,
The Outbreak of the Peloponnesian War (lthaca,
N.Y.: Cornell University Press, 1969) and Barbara
Tuchman, The Guns of August (New York: Dell,
1962).

13. Richard W. Cottam argues that this was the pri-
mary cause of the war. See "Revolutionary Iran
and the War with Iraq,” Current History 80 (Jan-
uary 1981)41.

14. Claudia Wright, "Iraq: New Power in the Middle

Loy 2

1. Statement by Deputy Prime Minister Tareq Aziz,
Christian Science Monitor (September 26, 1980).

2. There are other theoretical causes of war, of

course, but only those important in the Iran-Iraq
War are treated here.

3. For leading exponents of the realist perspective

see Thucydides, The Peloponnesian War (New
York: Penguin, 1954); Hans 1. Morgenthau, Poli-
tics among Nations, 4th ed. (New York: Knopf,
1967); Arnold Wolfers, Discord and Collaboration
(Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1962);
Raymond Aron, Peace and War, trans. Richard
Howard and Annette Baker Fox (Garden City, N.Y.:
Doubleday, 1966); Edward Vose Gulick, Europe’s
Classical Balance 0/ Power(New York: Norton,
1955); Inis L. Claude, Jr., Power and International
Politics (New York: Wiley, 1957).

4. The concept of prestige has received inadequate

attention in the theoretical literature. Some dis-
cussion can be found in Morgenthau, ch. 6; Robert
Gilpin, War and Change in World Politics (New
York: Cambridge University Press, 1981), pp. 30-
34; Klaus Knorr, Military Power and Potential
(Lexington, Mass.: D.C. Heath, 1970). On the im-
portance of credibility and resolve see Thomas C.
Schelling, Arms and In}luence(New Haven: Yale
University Press, 1966).

5. Gilpin, p. 31.
6. Johan Galtung, ”A Structural Theory of Aggres-

sion,” Journal 0/ Peace Research (I 964);95-119,
Geoffrey Blainey, The Causes 0/ War (New York:
Free Press, 1973), ch. 8; Michael Wallace, War
and Rank amcng 'valiolls(Lexington, Mass.: D.C.
Heath, (973). This theory is applied to domestic
conflict by Ted Robert Gurr, Why Men Rebel
(Princeton: Princeton University Pres;. 1970).

7. The importance of humiliation is not generally

recognized in the theoretical literature, though
the role of face-saving devices in conflict resolu-
tion is emphasized in Glenn H. Snyder and Paul
Diesing, Conflict among Sa tio I!' | (Princeton:
Princeton University Press, 1977).

8. This well-known "scapegoat theory” is treated

extensively by Blarney, ch. 5 In the Iran-Iraq case
it applies more 10 the conduct of [he war by both
silks than to its causes.

9. Destabilization and other forms of intervention
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Iran War,” Foreign Affair: 59 (Winter 1980-81):278.

23. Dawisha, p. 146.

24. Wright, "Iraq-New Power,” p. 259.

25. Claudia Wright, "Implications of the Irag-Iran
War,” p. 285. An explicit admission by a senior
Jordanian official of prior notification by Iraq is
given in the Christian Science Monitor (October
17, 1980). Further evidence of cooperation and
encouragement by certain Arab states has been
suggested by James A. Bill (private conversa-
tions). More complete evidence regarding the pre-
cise degree of collaboration among Arab states in
the decision for war is not yet available. Neverthe-
less, the parallel with the rise of the First Coalition
in a counterrevolutionary war against France in
1792 i, quite striking. For further parallels between
the Iranian and French revolutions see James A.
Bill, "The Unfinished Revolution in Iran,” Interna-
tional Insight 2 (NovemberDecember 1981)6-9.

26. Wright. "Implications of the Irag-lran War,” pp
282~87

27. For an excellent analysis of Iraqi rnispercep-
tions of relative military capabilities see Anthony
H. Cordesrnan, "Lessons of the Iran-lraq War: The
First Round,” Armed Forces Journal International
119 (April 1982):32-47.

28. Ibid.

29. Ibid, p. 42.

East,” Foreign Affairs 58 (Winter 1979-80):257-
77; William B. Quandt, Setting National Priorities:
Agenda for the | 980s (Washington, D.C.: Brook-
ings, 1980), p. 319.

15. This point is also made by Stephen R. Grummon,
The Iran-lraq War. The Washington Papers 92
(New York: Praeger, 1982), p. 10.

16. For a recent assessment of the Shiite popula-
tions’ potentially destabilizing effects see Middle
East Economic Digest (June I, 1982):30-32.

17. For an analysis of Iraqi Shi'ite organizations see
Hanna Batatu, "lraq’s Under-ground Shia Move-
ments: Characteristics, Causes, and Prospects,”
Middle East Journal 35 (Autumn 1981):578-94.

18. A.H.H Abidi, "Gulf States and Revolutionary Iran:
A Study in Mutual Perceptions,” Foreign Affairs
Reports (March 1980): 51.

19. Ibid., pp. 70, 145.

20. Interview with David Brinkley on ""This Week”

(ABC), February 28, 1982.

21. Adeed 1. Dawisha, "lraq: The West's Opportu-

nity,” Foreign Policy 41 (Winter 1980-81): 142. Fur-
ther evidence that Saddam Hussein feared con-
tinuing efforts by the Khomeini regime to topple
his own was suggested by Raymond Habiby at the
conference on The Three Wars of 1982: Lessons
to be Learned (Southern Methodist University,
Dallas, Texas, April 15-16, 1983).

22. Quoted in Claudia Wright, "Implications of the Irag-
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